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Letter Sent to the UN Security Council July 28, 2009

Imposing Sanction on Eritrea Would be Extremely Reckless

The Organization of Eritrean Americans (OEA) in North America vehemently rejects the recent
statement by AU (African Union), calling on the UN to impose sanctions on Eritrea for allegedly
“providing support to the armed groups” in the current Somalia conflict. Eritrea has repeatedly
refuted any involvement in the deadly conflict in Somalia, and, on many occasions in the past, it
strongly challenged the Somali Monitoring Group’s allegations and unsubstantiated charges to
present irrefutable and tangible evidences, but to no avail.

OEA, once again, would like to remind the Security Council that there has not been any evidence
that would warrant sanctions on Eritrea. Earlier allegations, such as the presence of “2000
Eritrean troops” inside Somalia and also the shipment of “AK-47 rifles” to the insurgents in
Somalia have been proven to be pure fabrications. It should be recalled that Mr. Ahmedou Ould-
Abdallah, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, in a recent news conference
stated that there had not been any evidence to prove the allegations that were made against
Eritrea.

As Americans of Eritrean descent, we have a vested interest in seeing peace, stability and
security in the Horn region. We believe that Eritrea’s position, which calls on the Somali people
to resolve their own differences without external interference, is not only a political stand that
Eritrea is entitled to have, but could also turn out to be the best option for Somalia.

We urge the UN Security Council to exercise a fair and just practice in evaluating all the facts
and evidence to find a lasting peace in the region. The UN Security Council should not be
swayed by certain quarters when the lives of so many are at stake. The mistakes made thus far in
Somalia have resulted in the largest humanitarian crises in the history of that country.

If the Security Council chooses to use Eritrea as a scapegoat and takes punitive action based on

groundless charges, not only would this not bring peace and security to Somalia but it would also
further destabilize the strategic Horn of Africa region.

Sincerely,

The Organization of Eritrean Americans

Organization of Eritrean Americans, 600 L Street NW Washington, D.C. 20001

http://www.eritreanamerican.org email: oea@eritreanamerican.org



